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Companies had increased, rather than suspended,
their depredations after the end of the activt;
operations, and the first necessity of France was
to be delivered from this scourge. The affairs of
Castile afforded the desired opportunity. Peter the
Cruel had irritated his subjects by his tyranny
beyond endurance; his bastard brother, Henry of
Trastamara, raised the standard of revolt ; and when
Peter caused his wife, a French princess, to be put to
death, Charles V. threw his whole weight on the side
of the rebels. The mercenary bands were enlisted
for service in Spain under Du Guesclin, a general of
no slight ability. Peter was driven from Castile, and
the French king enjoyed the double advantage of
having freed his kingdom from one source of
weakness and of having established a useful ally
on the throne of a neighbouring state.

But the deposed monarch proceeded to Bordeaux,
where the Black Prince resided as Viceroy of
Aquitaine. Here he played upon the chivalrous ideas
of the prince and, by promising moreover to defray
liberally all the expenses of the expedition, induced
him to assist in the overthrow of Henry of Trastamara.
The English army entered Spain and gained a
decisive victory at Navarctte (1367). Du Guesclin
was taken prisoner, the usurper fled to Avignon, and
Peter was again seated upon the throne of Castile.
But when the Black Prince pressed for the stipulated
payment, he was met with excuses and finally a
refusal His army returned to Bordeaux in a state
of almost open mutiny, while their leader's health
was irretrievably shattered by the effects of the